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Ilove this time of
year . . . baseball
season has begun!

As a diehard White
Sox fan, it is hard not
to get excited  for
opening day every
year. Speaking of
baseball, this is a per-
fect time to plug our
summer outing on
Friday, June 14;
White Sox vs. NY Yankees.  The tail-
gate starts at 5pm, and game starts
at 7:10pm. This event has sold out
every year. Tickets can be purchased
at the link on page 2 for $30.00,
which includes tailgate food /drinks
and a lower bowl ticket to the game.
We will also have first come first
serve AIA-EIC promotional items to
give away.

We had a well attended meeting in
Bourbonnais last month. Before our
AIA presentation, we had a great
discussion with Peter Exley, FAIA
who is currently a Director at Large

of the national board of
AIA. He is running for AIA
National President and
has had numerous leader-
ship roles at AIA Chicago.

His speech can be viewed at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_con-
tinue=2&v=GF_qP16b178.  I’ve met
Peter at Grass Roots in San Diego
and at the National Convention last
year. He is very passionate about
architecture, especially for smaller
firms. His two-person firm won AIA
Chicago firm of the year in 2017. I
encourage everyone to view his
speech at the link provided above.

Our mission to start an AIAS chap-
ter and Joliet Junior College was
successful! They officially launched
their chapter. I will be visiting their
meeting later this month to offer
support and discuss our competition
we plan to launch soon. Many thanks
to Board member Katelyn Walker for
her ongoing discussions with JJC
throughout the year.
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Chapter Meeting

Program:

Designing Rooms for
Acoustics 

Presenter:

April Kort
Materials Consultant

Sponsor:

3form

See page 3page 3 for details

and registration.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=GF_qP16b178
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“Eastwords" is the monthly publication of the American Institute of
Architects/ Eastern Illinois Chapter. Opinions expressed are those of
the particular author and not necessarily those of AIA/EIC. Submit
articles to the editor, Roxanne Paukner, Hon. AIA, 
rp.entasis@att.net. For advertising information, contact Edvin
Mertdogan, AIA at  emertdogan@yahoo.com.

This month, we will be meeting at Fox’s Pizza
in Mokena.  As mentioned earlier this year, we
are moving our meetings around throughout
the year to better serve our chapter as a whole.
We hope to see new faces along the way.

Jonathan Murawski 
AIA, NCARB 

AIA/EIC President

Meeting location this month:
Fox’s PizzaFox’s Pizza
11247 W 187th St
Mokena, IL 60448
5pm Board Meeting
6pm Fellowship
7-9pm Dinner/Presentation

Regi
ster

now
!

https://www.kaplanarchitecture.com/
https://www.basf.com/us/en.html
www.assaabloydss.com
https://aiaeic.org/meetinginfo.php?id=25


Presenter: April Kort, 3form Materials Consultant for Greater Chicago and Illinois 

Sponsor: 3form

Program: Designing Rooms For Acoustics 

Acoustic environments affect how we work,
play, heal and learn. Room acoustics is a field
with a rich history and an exciting future. Sound acts like a complicated wave with a large range
of scales and magnitudes. The properties of sound are measured in a variety of ways to simplify
this complication into a usable form. All surfaces are acoustic and exhibit a combination of reflec-
tion, diffusion, absorption, and transmission. Acoustic design is most successful when the mate-
rials, techniques, and integration with non-acoustic performance are all in harmony.

Learning Objectives: This presentation will educate audiences of the importance of acoustic
design; review the history of room acoustics; introduce basic acoustic concepts and surfaces; and
talk about the future of acoustic design with the purpose of creating favorable experiences for
occupants that can be conducive to learning,
improve productivity and foster a sense of well-
being. (Credits and Certificates provided to atten-
dees after presentation / course completion.)

Location: Fox’s Pizza
11247 W 187th St
Mokena, IL 60448

Time: 5:00 AIA/EIC Board of Directors meeting
6:00 Fellowship
7-9:00 Dinner & Presentation

Cost: $30.00 / AIA/EIC Member     
$35.00 / non-member

Dinner selections are made at the restaurant.

Upcoming Meeting  t Wednesday, April 24, 2019
Designing Rooms For Acoustics 
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Reservations by: 

Monday, April 22nd

Click here Click here 
to register online, or go to: 

h t t p s : / / a i a e i c . s t a r c h a p t e r. c o m / m e e t  r e g 2 . p h p

If you are unable to register online, 

contact Jose Pareja, AIA/EIC V.P. &

Program Coordinator at (708) 9073651

jpareja@jparchitectsltd.com.

Payment accepted at the door.

www.CoyoteLSP.com
https://www.americanbuildings.com/
https://aiaeic.starchapter.com/meet-reg1.php?id=29


This Animal Care Center was built on a site
where the available footprint was limited by
the owner's need to continue practicing in the

existing facility until the new hospital was complete.
The resulting hospital, that accommodated the
owner's program, is a two‐story building and
includes lobby recep-
tion area, nine exam
rooms, treatment
area, surgery suites,
special procedure
room, dental treat-
ment room, inten-
sive care unit, isola-
tion wards, intern
apartment, groom-
ing room, dog day-
care playroom, both
dog and cat boarding
areas, and an adop-
tion display.

The Animal Care Center of Downers Grove
represents a new image for animal services
aimed at representing a modern clinic with
state-of-the-art care. A façade designed with
masonry, metal panel, and glass resembles
regional human health care facilities. 

The 20th Biennial Distinguished Building Awards
by Jonathan Murawski, AIA, NCARB

page 4

continued on next page www

Award: Honor Award

Project: Animal Care Center

Firm: Linden Group



The 20th Biennial Distinguished Building Awards
Honor Award (continued)

page 5

Treating pets was the number one design
goal, along with establishing the facility
as a regional go‐to resource for animal
care needs. The two‐story entrance lobby
welcomes clients and four legged

patients with large windows and natural
light. Finish materials feature a variety
or warm woods, stones, and coordinating
colors that invite clients in as they seek
services for their beloved pets.            

s 12,305 SF
s Veterinary 

Clinic
s Masonry 

and Steel  

 

www.mdcwall.com
https://stocks-inc.com/
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March   
Winner:  

Nancy Collins
Building:  

Fourth Presbyterian Church
Architect: 

Ralph Adams Cram   

Name This Building

Do you recognize this? Please e-mail all
responses by Monday, April 22nd to mura-
jon@gmail.com. One guess per member. The
winner will be announced at the chapter
meeting and posted in the next newsletter.  

April

24 Chapter Meeting, Fox’s Pizza

May

29 Chapter Meeting, location TBD

June

58 AIA National Convention, Las Vegas

14 Summer Outing: White Sox vs. Yankees

26 Student Resume Building Workshop

July

31 Student Meeting with NCARB

August

28 Site visit, location TBD

September 

20 AIAEIC Golf Outing

25 Chapter Meeting, location TBD

October 30 & November 20

Chapter Meeting, location TBD

December

TBD Annual Meeting

       2019 AIA/EIC CALENDAR

www.milliesengineeringgroup.com
http://www.damsinc.com/
https://www.asigroup.us/


Our March Meeting was held at Chicago Dough
of Bourbonnais, IL with a presentation by
Andy Rittenhouse from Somfy. The presenta-

tion gave an overview of motorized interior and exte-
rior window cover-
ings. Motorized cov-
erings are for both
commercial and resi-
dent ia l  pro jec ts .
Products  inc lude
window shades ,
blinds, draperies,
awnings ,  r o l l ing
shutters, exterior
solar screens and
projection screens. It
is very important to
note Somfy
p r o v i d e s
o n l y  t h e

motor and controls for the window cover-
ing product. The physical shades or
draperies are provided by others. The
Somfy motors are integrated with security,

HVAC and lighting systems to home and building
automation.

As with all new modern technology, the motorized
window coverings have the traditional remote con-
trol, or they could be controlled with sensors or an
app from your phone. Three main benefits of motor-
ized controls are convenience, security and savings.
For convenience, if your project has many windows,
large or small, opening and closing could take up
valuable time. With a push of button, the shades
could be open or set to open and close automatically.
On security, with motorized controls, even if you are
not at home, it could appear as you were there
throughout the day. The controls allow the shades
and, if connected, the lighting system to operate at
random patterns. Finally and perhaps most impor-

tantly, motorized window openings provide energy
savings by controlling solar heat gain. Automatically
closing shades when the sun is the strongest reduces
the A/C bills during peak demand time. 

Please reach out to Andy Rittenhouse with any ques-
tions regarding this presentation. He can be reached
at andy.rittenhouse@somfy.com.

Improving Façade Designs by Comparing Automated vs. Manual Solar Shading

Presenter:  Andy Rittenhouse

Sponsor:  Somfy Systems, Inc.

Rear View MirrorRear View Mirror a look back at our March chapter meetinga look back at our March chapter meeting
by Jose Pareja,  AIA/EIC Vice Presidentby Jose Pareja,  AIA/EIC Vice President
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Director John Benware recaps Prairie Grassroots.

Peter Exley, FAIA visited as he 
runs for 2021 AIA President.

Thanks to our presenter Andy
Rittenhouse and sponsor
Somfy Systems for the 
fascinating look into solar
shading.
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The American Institute of Architects

Eastern Illinois Chapter

P.O. Box 1476, Homewood, IL  60430

President Jonathan Murawski, AIA

Vice President Jose Pareja, AIA

Secretary Gabe Hocking, Assoc. AIA

Treasurer Edvin Mertdogan, AIA

Directors John Benware, Jr., AIA

Jacob Carlile, AIA

Mike Coleman, AIA

Dewain Peterson, Allied AIA

Katelyn Walker, Allied AIA

Guenther Schmidt, AIA

Illinois Council Delegate James Maciejewski, AIA
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