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Earlier this month, I had the
pleasure of speaking to Joliet
Junior College’s architecture

class. Katelyn Walker, Assoc. AIA
and I have been in contact with JJC
and AIAS National in order to field
questions regarding JJC’s qualifica-
tions (and interest) to start an AIAS
chapter. We have had several stu-
dents attend our monthly meeting,
and it appears that there is a high
interest among the student body to
start a chapter. We will continue to
reach out to the college and assist in
any way we can. Special thanks to
Laura Cotner and Nancy Collins for
their time and support!

I hope everyone has had a chance to
visit our new website to familiarize
themselves with the layout and “cal-
endar of events” interactive link. I 
would like to plug several important
events for the summer. You can reg-
ister and pay for all of these events
by going to www.aiaeic.org and
clicking on “Calendar of Events.”

w Friday, June 15th w
White Sox vs. Detroit Tigers

Summer Outreach Event 
(in collaboration with AIA Chicago,
CSI Chicago) $27.00, includes tailgat-
ing  and ticket to game. (See page 2.)

w Thursday, June 21st – 
Saturday, June 23rd w

AIA National Convention
New York

w Wednesday, July 18th w
Building Award Registration

is due! See page 6 or go to
www.aiaeic.org to download the

applicable forms.

(continued on next page)
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Chapter Meeting

Program

Masonry Movement
Joints 

Presenter:

Jeff Diqui

Sponsor:

International Masonry
Institute

See page 7page 7 for details and 

registration.



w Wednesday, July 25th w
Student/Intern meeting

All members and guests are 
welcomed to attend. 

This meeting will be dedi-
cated to young professionals
and college students prepar-
ing for the ARE. All current
students are FREE. There
will be a Q&A session after
the presentation.

w Wednesday, August 29th w
Nucor Steel Site Visit.

Tours start at 3pm. 
Appetizers and drinks to fol-
low at Brickstone Restaurant.
Registration will open soon.

w Friday, September 21st w
Golf Outing!

This outing is our main
fundraiser for scholarships.
Please spread the word!
There are several ways you
can donate or sponsor the
event. Click on the “calendar
of events” for more information.

Jonathan Murawski 
AIA, NCARB 

AIA/EIC President    

Click here to

REGISTER
BY JUNE 1

www
http://aiaeic.org/meetinginfo.php?id=5

President’s Message
...continued from page 1
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Name This Building

Do you recognize
the building in the
distance? Please e-
mail all responses to
murajon@gmail.com.
Only one guess per
member .  P lease
submit entries by
Monday, May 28th.
The winner will be
announced at the
chapter meeting
and posted in the
next newsletter.  

April winner: Linda Songco
Building: Tribune Tower
Architect: Raymond Hood and 

John Mead Howells

®

2021 Spring Road
Suite 100
Oak Brook, IL 60523
Email: melissa.roberts@usi.biz
www.usi.biz

Direct: 630.625.5222
Main: 312.442.7200
Mobile: 708.476.5113
Fax: 610.537.9270

Melissa S. Roberts, AAI
Vice President

USI Midwest

®®

MidwestUSI

PresidenticeVVi
AARoberts,S.Melissa

www.usi.biz
melissa.roberts@usi.bizEmail:

60523ILBrook,Oak
100Suite

RoadSpring2021

AI

610.537.9270Fax:
708.476.5113Mobile:
312.442.7200Main:
630.625.5222Direct:

z
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https://www.basf.com/us/en.html
www.usi.biz
www.hsarep.com
www.mdcwall.com
www.elkay.com
www.mbastuds.com


The April meeting presentation was devoted to
natural stone, from formation to fabrication.
Here’s a recap of the presentation given by

Karen at Coldspring for those of you who were unable
to attend or were unable to hear due to the bro-fest
going on next door. 

There are three types of stone commonly used in com-
mercial construction: sedimentary, metamorphic, and
igneous. Sedimentary stones encompass sandstone,
limestone, onyx, and travertine. Marble, slate,
quartzite, and serpentine are examples of metamor-
phic stone. Granite, the most durable of all building
stones, is considered an igneous stone. 

Quarrying of stone has come a long way since the
ancient Egyptians built the pyramids. Many people
are familiar with the blasting method of stone quarry-
ing. This method is being replaced by using a wire
saw. Wire saws produce less waste and provide more
accurate cuts compared to blasting. Once removed
from the quarry, large stone blocks are then turned
into slabs. The process, called slabbing, can be done
using diamond wire saw blades or utilizing a steel,
lime, and water slurry.   

From there, the slabs of stone are sent to finishing.
There are a multitude of finishes for natural stone
such as: thermal, polished, diamond 8, and honed.
There are even tools that allow a single piece to have
multiple finishes. The finish chosen should be based
on how/ where the product will be used and desired
aesthetics. 

(continued on next page) u

Using Natural Stone in Today’s Architecture: Stone Formation to Fabrication

Presenter: Karen Olah 

Sponsor: Coldspring 

Rear View MirrorRear View Mirror
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a look back at our April chapter meeting  
by Valerie Nawojski,  AIA/EIC VicePresident

http://www.damsinc.com/
www.jldoors.com


Thanks to modern technology, stone can be milled using water jets
or CNC routers to create any shape imaginable. Pieces with very fine
detail are typically milled by machine and finished by hand. 

Once your stone pieces are finished, it is time for installation. There
are three basic ways to anchor stone: relief, restrain, and a combi-
nation of both. No matter what method you use, it is important to
only use stainless steel anchors for granite installation. Choosing the
right stone type and
installation method for
your application, plus
proper maintenance
will help to ensure that
the product stands the
test of time. 

Please reach out to
Karen Olah with any
questions regarding
this presentation. She
can be reached at
K M O l a h @ c o l d -
springusa.com n

Rear View Mirror
...continued from page 4

page 5

Valerie
Nawojski, AIA
and Jonathan

Murawski, AIA
presented

Karen Olah
(center) with a

certificate of
appreciation.

May

30 Chapter Meeting, location TBD

June

15 Summer Outing: 

Chicago White Sox vs. Detroit Tigers

2123 AIA National Convention, New York, NY

conferenceonarchitecture.com

July 

25 Chapter Meeting, location TBD

(dedicated to students / interns)

August

29 Nucor Steel site visit

Bourbonnais, IL (time TBD)

September 

21 AIAEIC Golf Outing

26 Chapter Meeting, location TBD

October 

24 Chapter Meeting, location TBD

November

28 Chapter Meeting, location TBD

December

TBD Holiday Party and

Building Design Awards Presentation 

          2018 AIA/EIC CALENDAR

www.conferenceonarchitecture.com


AIA Eastern Illinois announces a Call for Entries to its

20th Biennial Distinguished Building Awards Program
for 2017/2018.

The Distinguished Building Awards Program honors projects of chapter

members for design excellence. Environmental harmony, economy, aes

thetics, functionality, accessibility to persons with disabilities, and atten

tion to social concerns will be important criteria for each submission

considered by the jury. The program serves to increase pub

lic awareness of the outstanding services provided by archi

tects, as well as emphasize the importance of the architect’s

role in shaping the quality of the built environment.

Registration forms must be postmarked 

by July 18, 2018,

and submittals are due 

by September 28, 2018.

For more information or to download entry forms

and guidelines, visit the Awards section of the

chapter’s website at www.aiaeic.org.
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Every summer our Chapter hosts a golf outing event at the prestigious CCog Hill Golf Course in Lemont, IL.   

The event is held to raise funds for our annual scholarships for students studying to become the next genera-

tion of architects.  Mark your calendars and please plan to join us, for this great event at a great location for a great cause! 

  

www.aiaeic.org


Presenter: Jeff Diqui / Director of Industry Development & Technical Service
Jeff Diqui has more than 25 years of experience that has been focused on building enclosures.
For over a decade, Jeff has been a frequent lecturer nationally to architects, engineers, speci-
fiers, building envelope consultants, contractors, and code officials on subject matter pertain-
ing to the importance of maintaining
continuity of air, water, vapor, and
thermal controls of the enclosure and
the ever-important interface detail. 

Sponsor: International Masonry Institute   
Since 1970, the International
Masonry Institute has been a 
non-profit organization that 
conducts training of union masonry
craftworkers and market develop-
ment activities. Its mission is to help
designers understand masonry assemblies better and to promote the continued use of 
conventional masonry products such as: brick, block, stone, tile, marble, terrazzo, plaster, 
and cement finishing. 

Program: Masonry Movement Joints  

Learning Objectives:
w Learn masonry movement joint definitions.
w Discover movement characteristics of different masonry materials.
w Understand the purpose of movement joints and where to put them.
w Acquire knowledge to design and detail both vertical and horizontal movement control strategies.

Location: Doc’s Smokehouse & Craft Beer
19081 Old Lagrange Rd #105
Mokena, IL 60448

Time: 5:00 AIA/EIC Board of Directors meeting
6:00 Dinner 
7:00 Presentation 

Cost: $30.00 / AIA/EIC Member     
$35.00 / non-member

Dinner selections are made at the restaurant.

Upcoming Meeting  t Wednesday, May 30, 2018
Masonry Movement Joints
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Reservations by: 
Monday, May 28th

Click hereClick here
to register online, or go to: 
http://aiaeic.org/meetinginfo.php?id=9&ts=1525835743

If you are unable to register online, 
contact Valerie Nawojski, AIA/EIC V.P. 
& Program Coordinator 

Valerie.Nawojski@smithgroupjjr.com

Payment accepted at the door.

“Eastwords" is the monthly publication of the American Institute of
Architects/ Eastern Illinois Chapter. Opinions expressed are those
of the particular author and not necessarily those of AIA/EIC.
Submit articles to the editor, Roxanne Paukner, Hon. AIA, at
rp.entasis@att.net. For advertising information, contact Edvin
Mertdogan, AIA at  emertdogan@yahoo.com.

http://aiaeic.org/meetinginfo.php?id=9&ts=1525835743
www.imiweb.org


The American Institute of Architects

Eastern Illinois Chapter

P.O. Box 1476, Homewood, IL  60430

President Jonathan Murawski, AIA

Vice President Valerie Nawojski, AIA

Secretary Gabe Hocking, Assoc. AIA

Treasurer Edvin Mertdogan, AIA

Directors Jacob Carlile, AIA

Dewain Peterson, Affil. AIA

Jose Pareja, AIA

Michael York, Assoc. AIA

Guenther Schmidt, AIA

Illinois Council Delegate James Maciejewski, AIA

Past President John Benware, Jr., AIA
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Kelly Lyons
Account Manager

Architecture & Engineering Education

332 Front Street, Suite 501, La Crosse, WI  54601
Office: 888.394.2058  |  Cell: 608.385.4525  |  Fax: 608.779.2971

kelly.lyons@brightwoodsupport.com  |  brightwood.edu

www.milliesengineeringgroup.com
www.assaabloydss.com
www.brightwood.edu
www.LAPPCO.com

