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WAILTERTES SMITHESTORE RENOVAIION

Projecii Locaiion: @ak Brook, lllineis

Architect: Craig A. Pedalak Architects
@wh Walier E: Smithe

(@elplifeleife] Vicior Consiiuciion €o.

Preject Descripfio]

WallErE: Smiithe = CusiomIFUTiiUre siexpansion program reuiied aisiore in ifie O ok Brook shioppinglarear This high-endicusiom iumiture retailer preferedia
sfand|alone buildinginlieu of almalype store: Ths 40,0005k building that previously housediasears Homeliie Storejust northwest of fhe Oak Brook Mallwas
vacant. However, this did nof have any Walter E. Smithe store feafures thaf made it desirable forfheirimage, except sireet exposure.

The sfore hadinowindows (excepfithe enfrance area), andwas completelyinternal with arificial lighting. There wasino central focus area. Walter E: Smithe's.
program required an open plan with alof of sunlight, especially af the fabric display, areas where the customer selects their fumifure fabrics. Smithe also.
Waniedseparate display, areas for different furniture fypes, while keeping|the planiopen sothe customer could always relate fo the enfire siore in order fo:
retum fo a piece of furniture seen earlier. Smithe wanted forelate all of these open spaces to each ofher by the Use of common architectural detailing.

iThe sfore’s findldesign was successtullinimesting smithe's program requirements: The building was ‘openediupibyladdingwindows o ihe exterorwallin
ceriaih display areas, providing alcential focuspointwiih GlIaTas opSning (80X50) in e second floorwiih an aaded 25x25] oot skyihtwhichcreatedia
wo (2) story, atrium space with natural light for. the display, of the fabrics.

The spaces were visudlly connectediby usingicomice/wood frim defai 80,000 S of wood flocring, column defailing (matching the comice trim), that
enclosed existing building columns, downspoUls, and sprnklerrsers:

Extensive structural design was necessary, fo allow for addedrooffop HVAC Units (due foithe addediwindows and skylight) as well as ihe inew 80 x50 afrium!
floorepening|(inithe'second floor) withia new grand staircase and the 2525t skylight: Windows had folbe locatedin baysithaf didinofihave siructuralicross
bracing|(severalicrossbraced areasihadiioberelocared)  Consiruciionioccured|aroundithe clockin order o renovate ihis 40)000 SEfacilifyinithree (s)
months:

A renovation of an existing non-descript facility into alrevitalized
refail seftingiheljury.commentedifhaf“lhe archifect achieved
Owner's building|program requirements very well: He successfully;
convertediundistinguished bigiboxinfeveny atiractive,
well-planned andiwelcoming space: The interiorstaimvelland
skylighticreafed beauiifulspace thaiiachieved Owner's:
requirements - open plan; relafed defailing|more invifing and
appedling: The:

defailing|very, attractive = differences in flooring, interior stair design,

andluse of staitiolmove people fhrough space welliconceiveds:
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